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Proclamation 6555—Law Day,
U.S.A., 1993
April 30, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Ours is a Nation of laws, united not just

by a common language and culture, but by
a unique devotion to and belief in a national
common law: our Constitution.

On Law Day, we celebrate our Constitu-
tion and all of the legal institutions that flow
from it. Though often thought of as the prov-
ince of lawyers, we must never forget that
these laws and institutions were created not
just by lawyers, but also by farmers and archi-
tects; businesspeople and laborers; doctors,
ranchers, merchants, and machinists. The
protection under our laws is the birthright
of all Americans, the great inheritance we
have received from those who have come be-
fore.

In times past, not all Americans have
shared in the rights secured by our laws.
Courageous and visionary men and women
devoted their lives—and sometimes sac-
rificed them—because they believed that
none of us can enjoy the blessings of liberty
unless all of us do. To the people who con-
tinue to give of themselves each day to this
pursuit goes my highest tribute on this Law
Day.

Today, as a lawyer and as President, I chal-
lenge the members of America’s legal profes-
sion to devote themselves to the great causes
and the great challenges before us as a Na-
tion. As did your predecessors, you must be
the leaders in the struggle to promote equal-
ity in our society and justice in our courts.
Just as our laws are meant to benefit us all,
the practice of law cannot be conducted for
private benefit alone. I call on all lawyers to
make a commitment to public service and
civic affairs. This is the heritage of our pro-

fession, and a duty arising from the privilege
bestowed upon us as lawyers.

On Law Day, I want to reiterate the com-
mitment of my Administration to the rule of
law, both here at home and around the
world. My Administration will work hard to
improve the quality of justice in our courts
by selecting the very best men and women
to serve as Federal judges. We will dedicate
ourselves to promoting justice in our commu-
nities by launching new and innovative meas-
ures to combat crime and ensure public safe-
ty. We will pledge to advance justice in our
society by reinvigorating our civil rights laws
and our application of them.

We will strive to strengthen our families
by increasing enforcement of our child sup-
port laws; to strengthen our environment by
demanding that polluters pay for the harm
that they cause; to strengthen our economy
by ensuring that all persons have an equal
right to opportunity and employment. In all
of these endeavors, our laws will play a criti-
cal role.

On this day, we cannot ignore the criti-
cisms aimed at our legal system and the calls
for changes in it. I share the view that our
legal system needs reform. But even as we
undertake these reforms, we should never
forget that it is our legal system that is the
envy of the world. As the nations around the
globe emerge from the long, dark days of
the past into the new light of freedom, it is
to our laws, our courts, our private bars—
our legal institutions—that they look for in-
spiration. This should be a source of enor-
mous pride for all lawyers and for all Ameri-
cans.

From the days of our Nation’s founding,
the torch of freedom has been passed from
one generation to the next. Today we hold
it higher, and it burns more brightly than
ever. Democracies around the world, new
and old, look to us to lead the way. The law
of our land stands as a beacon of hope for
these people and for those still yearning to
be free.

The turmoil in various parts of the world
attests to the need to promote respect for
international law and to strengthen inter-
national institutions for the protection of
international peace and security and of
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human rights. My Administration will also
pursue those objectives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with Public Law 87–20 of April
7, 1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1993,
as ‘‘Law Day, U.S.A.’’ I urge the people of
the United States to use this occasion to re-
flect on our heritage of freedom, to familiar-
ize themselves with their rights and respon-
sibilities, and to aid others seeking to affirm
their rights under law.

I call upon the legal profession, civic asso-
ciations, educators, librarians, public officials,
and the media to promote the observance
of this day through appropriate programs and
activities. I also call upon public officials to
display the flag of the United States on all
government buildings on Law Day, U.S.A.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:20 a.m., May 3, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Nomination of Ben Erdreich To Be
Chairman of the Merit Systems
Protection Board
April 30, 1993

The President today declared his intention
to nominate former Alabama Congressman
Ben Erdreich as a member and Chairman
of the Merit System Protection Board.

‘‘I have full confidence Ben Erdreich will
serve with distinction and dedication at the
helm of the Merit Systems Protection
Board,’’ the President said.

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address
May 1, 1993

Good morning. It’s the first day of May,
and for many of our high school seniors it’s
time to begin thinking about their last final
exams, packing up their rooms, and setting
out on the adventures that will come in the
next stage of their lives. Whether they are
heading to college or looking for their first
jobs, these students are getting ready to cross
a threshold that will shape them and their
futures as people and citizens.

All of us have a big stake in whether these
young people have opportunities for success.
The great promise of American life has al-
ways been expanding opportunities for each
succeeding generation, opportunities for
education, for employment, for home owner-
ship, for good health care for all those willing
to work hard and play by the rules. I am
determined that we won’t ever lose that
promise of American life.

I sought this Office because the dreams
of working Americans were in deep danger.
And I promised all of you that I would work
my heart out to restore them. All the work
we do in this administration springs from that
determination and is rooted in our values,
the values that have strengthened our fami-
lies and given generations of Americans
brighter futures than their parents, values
that have made this Nation without peer,
those of opportunity, responsibility, and com-
munity. With them, we propose putting Gov-
ernment back on the side of America’s hard-
pressed families.

In the first 100 days of this administration
we’ve tried to do that. We’ve worked hard
to cut the big Government deficit, and inter-
est rates are down, enabling millions of
Americans to refinance their homes and get
interest rates lower in business and consumer
loans. We’ve made a long-term commitment
to invest in jobs and education and tech-
nology. We’ve begun to reform the Govern-
ment by cutting unnecessary spending and
having tougher lobbying rules and moving to
reinvent the whole way Government oper-
ates. And of course, we’re facing the big crisis
of health care, trying to guarantee security
to all Americans and control costs so that we
can move forward with the kind of basic
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